
 

Chairman’s Report for AGM 16th March 2016 

Some of our aspirations and achievements over the past year! 

It is great to welcome you all.  It always takes time to get one’s feet under the table as a 
new Chairman, but here is an outline of our last year. 

Our priority was to find ways of attracting new and younger members, so that everything 
was not left to you, our stalwart supporters and which we are beginning to achieve.  To this 
end we have had more re-formatted events, all of which have been brilliantly supported 
here in the Great Hall.   Berkhamsted’s ART IN ACTION, the LOVE BERKHAMSTED EVENING 
and recently Ros Taylor came and spoke eloquently about LOVE YOUR LIFE (while you still 
can) a great evening, all with around 100 participants.  Next month on 12th April we are 
looking at local food producers who are coming with their produce and great ideas. 

We have attracted a number of new committee members to add their expertise to our 
offer, who have put in many hours of voluntary work; particular thanks go to Barbara 
Gainsley and Mischke Weinreb for all their energy and enthusiasm. 

We dropped the word Association in our publicity, just calling ourselves Berhamsted Citizens, 
which we felt made us feel more accessible, and redesigned our posters to make them 
more eye catching, and thank Mary Casselly for the use of her pictures. 

Obviously a really important aspect of our commitment to our town is our monitoring of all 
planning applications. We changed the name of our committee to Townscape from TASC 
to make it more obvious to all our new members what the scope of the committee 
encompassed.   Here we need to thank Gordon Bluck profusely for his commitment to this 
committee, as he is standing down as Chairman of Townscape after many years of service. 

The most time consuming change we are undertaking is the re development of our web site 
to encompass more accessible and interesting detail what Berkhamsted Citizens is all about. 
We will launch it very soon and will be looking to you, our members, to make suggestions as 
to what you would like to see addressed in its many new pages.   One very important aspect 
is that we have reproduced, in an interactive map, all the wonderful pictures that the late 
and much missed John Cook created of our Conservation Area, as it was during the first few 
years of this new century.  You will be able to press on each street and see pictures of how it 
was and we hope that you will take pictures from the same point and let us have them so 
that we keep an accurate record of the changing face of our town.  This will of course be of 
great benefit to our Townscape group in their monitoring of change. 

With you, the heart of Berkhamsted, behind us we will continue to ensure that the town we 
all love, has truly committed guardians.   Thank you so much for being here. 

                                            Lindy Foster Weinreb 


