BERKHAMSTED CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in the Wellcome Great Hall of Berkhamsted Town Hall on Thursday 14th March 2013.

1.	The Chairman, Katy Brookes-Duncan, welcomed about 50 members and announced the programme for the evening: AGM business, a 20-minute break for refreshments, the Environment Award, the speaker: John Highmore of the Canal and River Trust, and an Open Forum.  

Apologies were received from Rita Jones and Jenny Sherwood.

2.	The minutes of the AGM held on Thursday 8th March 2012 had been circulated, were taken as read, and signed as a correct record.  These were proposed by Paul Crosland and seconded by Graham Spittle.

One member, Chris Swinson, had several comments:  the constitution and accounts were not on the website; he thought the AGM report, accounts and a report on the activities of the Association, should be circulated prior to the AGM.  He also thought the constitution should be amended to say the accounts should be circulated prior to the AGM; and wished it discussed at the AGM in 2014.

3.	Chairman's Report

This was circulated before the start of the AGM.  The proposal by Gordon Bluck and seconded by Susan Johnson that the report be received was carried nem con.

The Chairman thanked everyone on the committee for their work, particularly Paul as Chairman of the Town Amenities Sub-Committee and for setting up the website and organising the walks, Susan for organising speakers, Christine as Treasurer, Christopher as Membership Secretary and Miranda as Secretary.  There are still vacancies on the committee and help was particularly needed with arranging activities.

Life Membership.  Since the last AGM, Margaret Phillips, who served on the committee for several years, and was Membership Secretary, had died and it was agreed to extend the offer of Life Membership to her husband Ken.
4.	Treasurer's Report

The Treasurer, Christine Manning, presented the accounts for the year.  On the proposal by Christine Manning and seconded by Jenny Habib, the accounts were adopted. 

5.	Election of Officers

One nomination had been received for each office and the following were duly elected:

		Chairman				Katy Brookes-Duncan
		Vice-Chairman			Gordon Bluck
		Treasurer				Christine Manning
		Secretary				Miranda Cummins
		Membership Secretary		Christopher Talbot-Ponsonby.

6.	Election of Committee Members

The following Committee Members were elected last year and were therefore continuing for a further year: Jude Egan, Jenny Habib, Susan Johnson, Rita Jones and Graham Spittle.

Nominations had been received and the following were elected for two years: Paul Crosland and Tony Statham.

There were still five vacancies on the committee.

David Collins had resigned from the committee and was thanked for his contribution to the Association.

7.	Election of Independent Examiners

On the motion of the Chairman, it was resolved that Colin Gray & Co. of Berkhamsted should continue as independent examiners of the accounts.  This was proposed by Christine Manning and seconded by Tony Statham.  Thanks were expressed for the work that they did.

The business of the AGM was thus concluded.

Environment Award

Paul Crosland and Gordon Bluck presented the results of the Environment Award.  It had been agreed not to award a plaque this year.  Two Highly Commended certificates were awarded: the first to Brasserie Blanc, received by Gemma Heather, General Manager, and Joseph Pugsley, architect; and the second to Castle Wharf, Bridge Street.  This was received by Mr and Mrs David Harris, the owners, and by Peter Newson, principal of Peter Newson Associates, chartered architects. 

John Highmore, Canal and River Trust Volunteer Co-ordinator for the South East Region

He described what his job entailed and the important role that volunteers played in helping to maintain the canals.  There was currently no volunteer group in Berkhamsted and he could help support such a group.  He initiated a short question and answer session.

Open Forum

There were no questions from the floor.

The meeting closed at 9.45 p.m.
                                                                        ..........................................................   (Chairman)
						
..........................................  (Date)

