BERKHAMSTED CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in the Wellcome Great Hall of Berkhamsted Town Hall on Thursday 20th March 2014 at 8pm.

The Chairman, Katy Brookes-Duncan, welcomed the Mayor of Berkhamsted, guests, and about 80 members. She announced the programme for the evening: AGM business; a break for refreshments; the Environment Award; the speaker, Peter Williamson, Chairman of the Friends of St Peter’s, talking about the new organisation and its plans for the future; and an Open Forum.  

1.	Apologies 

Apologies were received from David and Elaine Collins, Victor and Freda Earl, Patrick Emery, Juliet Miller, Peter and Rita Gent, Carol Green, Jackie Hicks, Roger Hill, Mark Lewisohn, Anita Epstein, Ian and Diana Lindsay, Bruce and Suzanne Nixon, Adrian Scarborough, Peter and Elizabeth Thompson, Hazel Ward, Andrew Holder, David Gauke M.P., David O’Neill, and Jan and David Featherstone.

2.	Minutes

The minutes of the AGM held on Thursday 14th March 2013 had been circulated, previously and at the meeting, were taken as read, and signed as a correct record.  These were proposed by Colin Garrett and seconded by Graham Spittle.

3.	Chairman's Report

This had been circulated previously and at the meeting.  The proposal by Susan Johnson, seconded by Gordon Bluck, that the report be received was carried nem. con.

The Chairman briefly referred to some of the main points in her report.  She thanked the Committee for all their hard work; and particularly the Town Amenities Sub-Committee. 

Life Membership: Gordon Bluck, Association Vice-Chairman, proposed that Life Membership be awarded to Susan (and Brian) Johnson and Graham (and Helen) Spittle.  He spoke warmly of the great contributions that both had made to the Association over many years. Susan had agreed to be Chairman for the third time this year and had worked tirelessly for the Association over 22 years.  Graham was standing down from the Committee after 20 years’ service, including two terms as Chairman, and his wise counsel over the years had been greatly appreciated. The meeting agreed these proposals.

4.	Treasurer's Report

The Treasurer, Christine Manning, presented the accounts for the year. Proposed by Colin Garrett and seconded by Paul Crosland, the Accounts to 31st December 2013 were adopted. Christine thanked Colin Gray, the Independent Examiner, for his continued support; and also Christopher for his assistance in keeping such immaculate membership records and banking subscription monies.

5.	Election of Officers

One nomination had been received for each office and the following were duly elected:

		Chairman				Susan Johnson	
		Vice-Chairman			Gordon Bluck
		Treasurer				Christine Manning
		Secretary				Miranda Cummins
		Membership Secretary		Christopher Talbot-Ponsonby

Susan Johnson took the Chair. She thanked the Association for the honour of serving for a third term as Chairman. She thanked the outgoing Chairman for her work over the last two years, particularly in difficult personal circumstances. She thanked the Officers and Committee for their sterling work; and her husband for his support. There was a significant year ahead for the Association, celebrating the 90th year since its foundation, which she would address after the AGM’s end.   

6.	Election of Committee Members

Committee Members serve a two-year term. The following members were elected last year and therefore were continuing for a further year: Paul Crosland and Tony Statham. 

The following members had served for two years and had agreed to be proposed once more: Jude Egan, Jenny Habib, and Rita Jones.  

Katy Brookes-Duncan, standing down as Chairman, and Jackie Hicks, who had been co-opted on to the Committee during last year, were also proposed.  

The meeting agreed to all these elections.

Five vacancies remained on the Committee, and members were invited to contact the Secretary if they would like to come along to a Committee meeting to see whether they would like to be co-opted.
 
7.	Election of Auditors

On the motion of the Chairman, and seconded by Katy Brookes-Duncan, it was resolved that Colin Gray & Co. of Berkhamsted should continue as Independent Examiners of the accounts.  Thanks were expressed for the work that they do.

The meeting ended at 8.25 pm.

Following the end of the AGM the Chairman spoke of this being the 90th year since the foundation of the Association. Rightly, the Committee felt, there should be a celebration to mark the event. A questionnaire asking for the views of members on how best to celebrate this occasion had been distributed around the room. Members were asked to return the filled-in questionnaire either that night or to any Committee member by 31st March. The Chairman referred to a feature on the BCA in the Gazette of 19th March, and invited the Mayor, Councillor Ian Reay, to say a few words. The Mayor congratulated the Association on its 90 years, and all the work it had done. He pointed out that there was a lot of interaction between the Town Council and the Association, although they did not always agree on everything! The Chairman thanked the Mayor for his kind words; and in turn thanked all those who gave their time in public service.

Following the break for refreshments, the presentation of the shortlisted candidates for the annual Environment Award was made.  

Environment Award

Paul Crosland gave a very informative presentation of the short-listed nominations for the Award. A Highly Commended Certificate was awarded for the footbridge over the Bulbourne in the Springwood Estate, Northchurch. The certificate was accepted by Councillor David Lloyd, County Councillor for Bridgewater ward, on behalf of Hertfordshire County Council.  A Certificate of Commendation was awarded for the refurbished and extended Play Area at Butts Meadow, Kings Road.  This was received by Councillor Julie Laws, Portfolio Holder for Environmental Services and Sustainability at Dacorum Borough Council, and Joe Guiton, the officer responsible for the scheme.

The Environment Award itself was made to ‘Mariners’, Cross Oak Road.  The certificate was received by the owner, Mr Lyons, and his architect, Mr. Peter Knightley of TW-2 Architects, based in High Wycombe.  Details of a plaque, and where it could be displayed, will be discussed with the owners.

Speaker

Peter Williamson, Chairman of the Friends of St Peter’s, described the aims and plans of the group.  It is a charitable trust with eight trustees.  They aim to provide opportunities to enhance the church, its irreplaceable history, and its surroundings, including Rectory Lane Cemetery.  More Friends were welcome. The Chairman thanked Mr Williamson for giving up his time to speak that evening. One of the Trustees was a BCA Committee member.

Open Forum

Points raised from the floor included roadworks, pavement parking, trees overhanging pavements and the condition of pavements.

The evening ended at 9.45 p.m.
                                                                        ..........................................................   (Chairman)
						
..........................................  (Date)

