
BERKHAMSTED CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 
 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in the Wellcome Great Hall of 
Berkhamsted Town Hall on Thursday 19th March 2015. 
 
1. The Chairman, Susan Johnson, welcomed about 70 members and 
announced the programme for the evening: AGM business, including a 
discussion on paragraph 4 of the constitution concerning grant giving; a 
20-minute break for refreshments; the Environment Award; Neil Wornham, 
Managing Director of Porters restaurant, talking about why they decided to 
open their new restaurant in Berkhamsted; and an Open Forum. 
 
Apologies were received from: Giles and Julia Clark, David and Elaine Collins, 
Beryl Edwards, Rita Fantham, David Gauke MP, Stephen Hubbard, Jenny Jones, 
Christine Manning, Angela Morris, Graham Spittle, Garrick and Chris Stevens, 
Hazel Ward and Andrew Holder. 
 
2. The minutes of the AGM held on Thursday 20th March 2014 had been up 
on the website and circulated at the meeting. They were taken as read, and 
signed as a correct record.  These were proposed by Colin Garrett and 
seconded by Jenny Habib. 
 
3. Chairman's Report 
 
This had been up on the website and circulated at the meeting.  The proposal 
by Katy Brookes-Duncan and seconded by Brian Norris that the report be 
received was carried nem. con. 
 
4. Treasurer's Report 

 
The Chairman presented the accounts for the year on behalf of the Treasurer, 
Christine Manning, who was unable to attend.  On the proposal by Susan 
Johnson and seconded by Gordon Bluck, the accounts were adopted. Thanks to 
Christine for her work. 
 
5. Election of Officers 
 
One nomination had been received for each office and the following were duly 
elected: 
 



  Chairman    Susan Johnson 
  Vice-Chairman   Gordon Bluck 
  Treasurer    Christine Manning 
  Secretary    Miranda Cummins 
  Membership Secretary  Christopher Talbot-Ponsonby. 
 
Susan said she was honoured to be re-elected. It had been a really exciting year, 
with so much achieved; but the forthcoming year would be her last as 
Chairman. She also said she was not able to continue to arrange the programme 
of talks in future. She also reminded members that numbers at talks would have 
to be limited more strictly in future, so as not to invalidate the BCA’s Public 
Liability Insurance. When the meeting was asked if it wanted to continue 
having talks, the majority of those present were in favour.  The Chairman 
asked whether anyone was willing to take over this task and, if so, could they 
please speak to her or a Committee member. The Association also needed 
someone to take on its social media profile. 
 
6. Election of Committee Members 
 
The following Committee Members were elected last year and were therefore 
continuing for a further year: Katy Brookes-Duncan, Jude Egan, Jenny Habib 
and Rita Jones. Unfortunately, due to work pressures, Jacqueline Hicks had to 
retire. 
 
Nominations had been received and the following were elected for two years: 
Paul Crosland and Tony Statham. 
 
Six vacancies remained on the Committee, and members were invited to contact 
the Secretary if they would like to come along to a Committee meeting to see 
whether they would like to be co-opted. 
 
7. Election of Auditors 
 
On the motion of the Chairman, and seconded by Katy Brookes-Duncan, it was 
resolved that Colin Gray & Co. of Berkhamsted should continue as Independent 
Examiners of the accounts.  Thanks were expressed for their work. 
 
8. Discussion on paragraph 4 of the Constitution concerning grant giving   
 
Following an explanatory item in the February newsletter, which had carried 



the AGM agenda, there was a discussion on whether the Association should 
occasionally give small grants, to a maximum of £250 per project, to any 
organisations on which it was represented. The Committee was looking for an 
indication of the meeting’s views on whether this was a pragmatic 
interpretation of paragraph 4 without changing the Constitution. As an 
example, Gordon Bluck, the Vice Chairman and the BCA representative on 
CARP, explained why he had recommended giving a grant towards the cost of 
new mooring rings along the canal. It gave the BCA a greater say in projects 
which enhanced the amenities of the town. Money came from the Map Fund, 
not from subscriptions. The Association would not seek out projects; and grants 
would not be for general maintenance, but capital projects. Colin Garrett 
expressed approval, and the general feeling of the meeting was in favour. The 
Committee would act accordingly. 
 
The AGM ended at 8.26 p.m. 

 
..........................................................   (Chairman) 

       
..........................................  (Date) 

 
 
Following the end of the AGM the Chairman introduced the 90th anniversary 
edition of the Footpath Map, thanked Bill Willett for all his expertise and work 
on this and Tony Statham for storing them.  Maps were available at the 
meeting, through the usual local outlets and directly via Paul Crosland and 
Christopher T-P.  
 
She reminded the meeting of the upcoming BCA events: a talk on 16th April; the 
90th anniversary lunch on 18th April; and the General Election Hustings on 22nd 
April. 
 
The Town Mayor of Berkhamsted, Cllr. Peter Matthews, was invited to speak.  
He said he was delighted to give his support to the BCA, saying it had a 
sustained and reflective influence on the town, compared to single issue 
organisations. He felt that not enough young people were involved in local 
affairs, although the Youth Council was excellent; and that BCA should use 
social media more often in order to involve younger people. 
 
Following the break for refreshments Neil Wornham, Managing Director of 
Porters restaurant, talked about its history and explained how they had decided 



to come to Berkhamsted when they had to leave their original site in Covent 
Garden.  They needed to find the right elements for the restaurant, and had 
looked at many local market towns before visiting Berkhamsted and thought it 
right for them commercially and demographically.  The restaurant was to open 
in May 2015. 
 
Environment Award 
 
Paul detailed the work of the Town Amenities Sub-Committee on planning 
applications and other matters. This was the 34th year of the Award and Paul 
thanked all those who had been involved.  For technical reasons, it was not 
possible to show the visual review of the Environment Award; so he read the 
script which would have accompanied the slides, and it was hoped to show 
them on another occasion. This year it had been decided not to award a plaque, 
but to award four Certificates of Commendation.  These were, in no particular 
order:  
 
‘Whitefields’ in Shootersway, certificate presented to the owners, Mr and Mrs 
Smales 
 
4 and 4a, Park View Road, certificate presented to Robert and Mike Harman of 
TDP Developments of Bovingdon 
 
The ‘Highgrove’ development in Kitsbury Road (Kennet, Claremont, Egerton 
and Ashton Houses), certificate presented to Linzie Howland of Howard 
Homes. 
 
The planters at various locations in the High Street and at the town gateways, 
certificate presented to Cllr. Peter Matthews, the Mayor, on behalf of 
Berkhamsted Town Council. 
 
Open Forum 
 
The only topic raised concerned the siting of the new mooring rings along the 
canal, and the need for upholding the regulations regarding the length of time 
boats were allowed to remain moored in one place. 
 
The evening ended at 9.40 p.m. 

                                                                         


