
BERKHAMSTED CITIZENS ASSOCIATION : CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2016 

Welcome to this year’s AGM, which marks the Association’s 91st birthday. Over the last year we 
have not only been carrying out our usual activities, but also finishing our 90th celebrations and 
forging ahead with new collaborative projects. 

Committee & meetings Since the last AGM the Committee has met 9 times, in accordance with its 
usual 6-weekly cycle; and the Town Amenities Sub-Committee (TASC) 11 times, to keep up with 
planning applications.  The Committee was augmented by two co-opted members this year: 
Elaine Mercer in May and Lindy Foster-Weinreb in January.  Elaine also joined the Activities 
Group, to replace one retiring member; and took charge of the Group. The Group does not actually 
meet, but conducts its business by email and phone, and reports directly to Committee. Thanks go 
to Paul Crosland for leading the charge on planning and planning policies generally, as well as 
TASC; and to Christopher Talbot-Ponsonby for keeping the records and photographs.  

Newsletters There have been 4 newsletters in 2015-16: in June, September, December and 
February. These are necessary and, we hope, welcome to flag up for members the milestones of 
the Association’s year, as well as giving news and information. Newsletters are available in colour 
to those receiving them by email, which is a growing number. Thanks to Katy Collins (formerly 
Brookes-Duncan) for her 10 years’ work on the newsletter; and to Christopher Talbot-Ponsonby for 
helping with them; and for those ‘heads up’ emails.  

Website & publicity The website is well-established. Paul Crosland does a sterling job, and he has 
had help with putting material up from Elaine Mercer; thanks to them both. All our minutes are 
now going up on line promptly, and some people seem to read them, we see, from the posts on 
Facebook! Publicity in the written medium has been an uphill task this year, after our many 90th 
activities finished in April; so thanks to David Gauke MP for including us in his 2015 round-up in the 
Gazette. 

Community & celebrations There only remained one 90th birthday celebration, our lunch held on 
18th April. It was a joyous affair (and a lot of work for many Committee members, especially 
Christine Manning and her husband Peter – thanks to them) at Sunnyside Church Hall with more 
than sixty members joined by invited special guests. It also proved a welcome break from 
canvassing for our MP, who later came under scrutiny, together with his fellow candidates, at our 
traditional Hustings on 22nd April.  As usual the BCA ran (with help from the Town Council) the 
Christmas Best Dressed Shop Window competition, judging and presenting the cup and certificates 
of merit.   

Activities Group A full programme of speakers was organised by Elaine. In April our speaker on 
bees was unable to attend, so we showed the contenders in the Environment Award and had a 
social evening. In June there was the summer walk, led by Paul Crosland. He was followed in 
October by a speaker on the new developments at St Albans Abbey courtesy of a HLF grant. In 
November the owners/builders of the Computer Cut House in Wigginton, featured on C4’s Grand 
Designs, spoke. First up in 2016 the traditional New Year’s ramble to Aldbury, also well-attended, 
was led by Paul. The most recent talk in February was by the BFI curator of non-fiction. A full 
house, and newly restored footage of Berkhamsted in the 1930s too!  



Town Amenities Sub-Committee I would like to thank the members of the Town Amenities 
Sub-Committee for all their hard work.  They continue to meet on a monthly basis to look at 
every planning application in Berkhamsted and Northchurch, and comment appropriately. 
Obviously their attention is focussed on major and substantial works. Unfortunately we lost Beryl 
Edwards from TASC in May because she became a Northchurch parish councillor and thus, because 
of Association policy, ineligible because of conflict of interest.  

TASC concentrates on the Conservation Area, rather than every domestic application. Their work in 
these areas is valuable to the planning process and local representation. TASC continues to be 
involved with the Canal and Riverside Partnership (CARP), and is pleased to report that 
refurbishment work on the towpath was carried out in central Berkhamsted by the end of March, 
upgrading the path to become a dual cycle/pedestrian route. As part of the wider CARP project the 
BCA has contributed £200 towards the provision of new mooring rings in the town centre; and 
expressed its views on the policy proposed by C&RT on mooring times. Our Vice-Chairman, Gordon 
Bluck, has done sterling work on that, and understanding and commenting on the use and take-up 
of s106 monies in Berkhamsted. The big issues for TASC this year have been: the Ashlyns Farm 
outline application; the police station replacement; the multi-storey car park; internal illumination 
in the town centre (as ever!); 11 Bank Mill ; the DBC Conservation Strategy and its funding; and 254 
High Street.  There is not a planning topic or a building that TASC does not monitor and express 
an opinion on if it feels it necessary.  

Representation on, and membership of, other bodies  An important part of membership of the 
BCA is the representation we have on various local working parties/groups such as the Canal and 
Riverside Partnership (CARP), Festival of Light, Castle Liaison Group, Parish Paths Partnership (P3), 
and the Berkhamsted Community Partnership (BCP). Single interest groups do a fine job in 
representing their members in trying to stop further developments in the town, but the BCA takes 
a less strident approach allowing us to liaise and put our points to town and borough councillors in 
a more measured way. The other way we contribute to the wider debate is through our 
membership of, and contribution to, outside but like-minded organisations. The BCA subscribes to, 
specifically and on an annual basis:  the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE), the Open 
Spaces Society (OSS), the London Green Belt Council (LGBC), Community Development Action for 
Hertfordshire (CDAH), Community Action Dacorum (CAD); and, defining our organisation’s status, 
the Association of North Thames Amenity Societies (ANTAS).  

Membership Our membership is holding firm at around 360 households, which represents about 
600 individuals. But we would like to recruit more, as numbers do reflect strength, and influence. 
Joining an ‘opposition’ group may be more popular in the short term (our Constitution debars 
that), but it is those organisations which are built for the long haul which have the lasting clout and 
credibility.  

Thanks I would like to thank the Association’s Officers, Hon. Secretary Miranda, Hon. Treasurer 
Christine, Membership Secretary Christopher; and Vice-Chairman Gordon who stood in when I was 
unavailable. Thanks also go to Paul, who is giving up TASC this year, but staying on the Committee; 
and Katy Collins and Jude Egan, who are retiring. My thanks also to the Committee members 
generally.  



Finally – a plea. In common with many other organisations, we are short of active volunteers.  

Susan Johnson, Chairman 


